
 

 

GILSUM PLANNING BOARD 
Proposed Zoning Amendments for 2024 Town Meeting 

[Note:  New language is shown as bold italic and language to be deleted is shown with a 
strikethrough.] 

Amendment #1:  To delete Article VII, Paragraph H. and amend Article II – General Provisions, 
Paragraph K. Accessory Apartments, as follows: 

ARTICLE I I  –  GENERAL PROVISIONS  

K.  ACCESSORY APARTMENTS  DWELLIN G UN ITS (ADU) :   To implement  recommendations  
conta ined  with in  the Populat ion  &  Hous ing  s ect ion of  the  Master  P lan,  provis ions  are  
hereby adopted that  are  intended to provide hous ing opportunit ies  for  elder ly  and/or 
handicapped pers ons  who need ass istance in  dai ly  l iv ing .  expand the supply of  hous ing  
without further  land  deve lopment ,  as  wel l  as  to  encourage ef f ic ient  use of  ex ist ing  
hous ing  stock and  in frastructure ,  and  provide an af fordable  housing opt ion.   One  
accessory  apartment is  a l lowed  per  s ingle  family  dwel l ing by  Specia l  Except ion in  a l l  
d istr icts  subject  to  the fo l lowing:  subject  to  the cond it ions  o f  Art ic le VI I ,  F .  & H.  ADU’s  
are permitted in  al l  d ist r icts  subject  to  the fo l lowing:  

1.  Only  one access ory  apartment  ADU i s  permitted per  s ing le fami ly  (pr incipal )  
dwel l ing,  either o f  which must  be owner -occupied by a  permanent res ident  of  
Gi lsum.  

2.  The access ory  apartment  ADU may not  exceed 750 1,000 square  feet  o f  f loor  
area.   The or ig inal  dwel l ing may not  be reduced to less  than 750  square feet 
through the addit ion of  the access ory  apartment.  Regard less  of  the s ize  of  an 
ADU,  i t  must  be smaller ,  therefore secondary  and incidenta l,  to  the pr inc ipa l  
dwel l ing un it .  

3.  I f  at tached,  the access ory  apartment  ADU sha l l  be attached to the pr incipa l  
dwel l ing unit  by  a  common wal l  with  a  common door that  may ,  but  is  not  
required to  be ,  locked.   

 4 .  The accessory  apartment  ADU sha l l  may share the water  and s ewage disposal  
systems of  the pr inc ipa l  dwel l ing uni t .   Both sys tems must  meet  a l l  appl icab le 
state  standards  for  the propos ed us age.  

 5.  Park ing  shal l  be accommodated of f -street  for  a l l  res idents .  

 6 .  The add it ion of  an accessory  apartment  ADU may not  resu lt  in  any exter ior  
change to the res ident ia l  character  of  the neighborhood or  property.  

7.  A bui ld ing permit  must  be received pr ior  to  occupancy .  from the Se lectmen or  
the Bu i ld ing Inspector  and,  i f  necessary,  the F ire Chief .    

Amendm ent #2:   Amend ARTICLE XI I I  –  DEFINITION S by delet ing the defin it ion of  Accessory  
Apartment and replac ing i t  with  a  new defin it ion,  as  fo l lows :  

Exist ing:    

ACCESSORY APARTMENT .   A residential l iving unit that is within or attached to a single -

family dwell ing, and that provides independent l iving faci l it ies for one or more persons, including 

provisions for sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation on the same parcel of land as th e principal 

dwell ing unit it  accompanies.  (Amended March 17, 2017)  

Proposed:  

ACCESSORY DWELLIN G UNIT  (ADU)  means  a  res ident ia l  l iv ing un it  that  is  wi th in  or  a ttached  
to a  s ingle -family  dwel l ing,  or  is  in  a  s eparate structure on the property ,  and that  provides  
independent  l iv ing  faci l i t ies  for  one or  more pers ons,  inc luding  prov is ions  for  s leeping,  eat ing,  



 

 

cook ing,  and  sani tat ion on the same parcel  of  land as  the pr inc ipal  dwel l ing  uni t  i t  
accompanies .  

 

Amendment #3:  To amend Article XIII – Definitions, by deleting the definition of “Family”, as 
follows: 

14. FAMILY.   Any number of persons al l of whom are related by blood, adoption or marriage, 

or no more than four persons who are l iving together as a single housekeeping unit and any 

one of which is not related by blood, adoption or marriage to al l the others.  (Added March 

10, 2009)  

 


